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C.   HELLENISTIC EDUCATION AND CHRISTENDOM
In the first two centuries of the Roman Empire, Christianity was viewed as simply one
Eastern religion among many. Beginning as a local Jewish sect in Palestine, the
Christian message gradually gained adherents throughout the Empire, especially among
the underprivileged masses of the towns and cities. St. Paul was especially instrumental
in universalizing Christianity among the peoples of the Eastern Empire. As the
Christian sects and congregations gained followers, they came into conflict with the
other Eastern religions and eventually with the Roman emperors themselves.
With the increasing trials of the Empire in the third century and the ever-
increasing strength of the Christians, the emperors felt that the time had come to call a
halt. Under Decius and Diocletian systematic attempts were made to reassert the
absolute power of the emperors and to wipe out the Christian congregations as a
means to this end, but the Christians could not be stopped. As the Empire emerged
from the third century weakened and shaken, the church emerged stronger than ever.
It had won the first of its many centuries of battles with the state.
Finally, in the fourth century, the attitude of the emperors changed; they found
that it was the better part of wisdom to gain the support of such a powerful
institution. An edict of Galerius in 311 AD. granted to Christians the legal right to
worship their god. In 313 Constantine gave Christians full legal rights, and in 325 he
recognized Christianity as the official state religion, encouraging Christians to teach in
the schools. From this time on, church Fathers began to argue that the state and the
church should cooperate. Ambrose, Bishop Gelasius I, and St. Augustine claimed that
the state should protect and support the church, and in points of conflict the church
should be supreme. Here are early expressions of the idea of an establishment of
religion. The triumph of Christianity was further signallized when Theodosius set out
to suppress the worship of the old Roman gods as a crime against the state and to give
legal protection only to Christians and when Justinian tried to stamp out educational
paganism in 529 A.D. by closing the doors of the philosophical schools of Athens.
77?6» Patristic Age (200 A.D.-500 A.DJ
In its long and complicated process of transformation from a local Jewish sect to a
world power, Christianity relied heavily upon religious instruction but relatively less
upon religious schools in the usual formal sense. This was largely due to the assump-
tion by most of the early church fathers that Christian children would naturally attend
the regular Hellenistic-Roman schools for their normal literary training. They would
then receive special training in Christian morality and behavior at the hands of the
family and special training in Christian doctrine as a means to salvation at the hands of
the clergy.
As time pased, the attitude of the church fathers began to be less and less
hospitable and more and more opposed to the pagan outlooks purveyed by the
traditional Greek and Latin schools. Curiously enough, during the patristic age few
church leaders ever tried to prevent parents from sending their children to the Roman
schools, and few ever suggested that the church itself set up its own schools for the

